
Gerdy’s Newsletter 

Dear FRIENDS, 

  

In this Newsletter, I am again seeking your help to keep us going in the mission we 

have fulfilled with devotion since 2004. 

  

This past year has seen a real jump in the number of abused, abandoned, and 

injured animals we have taken in who had nowhere else to go for help.  In spite of 

our own fundraising events, such as garage sales, it is proving financially difficult to 

keep ahead of the need without again asking for YOUR financial boost that makes 

this all possible. 

  

We do not pick and choose the animals we 

take in.  We answer their need one at a 

time as they come to us.  Each one saved is 

a victory for us and YOU.  Because without 

YOU, all of this would be impossible.  YOU 

have kept us going with YOUR financial 

support, goodwill and kind words.  Again, 

we call upon YOU who have supported us 

in the past or just want to start.  Those of 

you who have adopted cats and dogs 

from us who would otherwise have been 

euthanized, please give the opportunity to 

other animals to have the same loving 

homes in their future.  

  

I know times are tough for us all, but keep in 

mind there is no social safety net for 

animals in need, nor government grants 

given to us.  We operate on our own with 

what we can raise as a non-profit government-registered charity.  We do give 

receipts for tax purposes.  And we are ALL volunteers who give all our available 

time to this cause we believe in.  I truly THANK my volunteers for their devotion.    

  

We do what we can. If we cannot take an animal for wont of space, we offer a 

Courtesy Listing if the owner can keep the animal while awaiting placement.  We 

offer Compassionate Placement to animals that, while wonderful, may be on in 

years but are not ready to die.  Life is good for them and they get loving homes 

too.  We have helped needy animals through our Tyler Fund who would not 

otherwise have seen a vet for a problem.  People have offered to foster animals to 

help us keep costs down—our THANKS to these angels who do such a wonderful 

job of it!  Costs have gone up for everyone, but it hits a rescue like us hard.  We do 

not shortchange the animals, but we need a financial boost to keep ahead.  

Broken bone surgeries this year alone are way up.  We have not turned down a 

single case but have had it done, because again,  YOU made it possible.    

  

YOU are the backbone of Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions.  TOGETHER, we can 

continue to see that the needs of abused, abandoned, or injured animals are met. 

I THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart for what YOU have done in the past and 

will continue to do in the future. 
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Again, there are thousands of cats on the streets without a home--thrown out when pregnant, before a move, or 

just unwanted.  Because of a failure of owners to STERILIZE, and the misconception that a cat needs to wander 

OUTSIDE, the situation grows more desperate every year.  Homeless cats are euthanized by the thousands yearly 

because they cannot be placed fast enough.  Rescues do what they can but it is an impossible situation.  We at 

Gerdy’s have noticed a trend—that MORE declawed cats than ever are being tossed outside to fend for them-

selves.  They are completely helpless!  HOW YOU CAN HELP:  Ask your municipality to provide a trap, sterilize, re-

lease program for cats already on the streets, it works elsewhere and can be done here.  We wish to THANK eve-

ryone who has adopted a cat this past year!  Some of the BEST cats have been rescued from street life—street 

cats are not inferior, they are victims of human neglect, apathy, and selfishness And remember that black cats 

are just as sweet as more brightly coloured, but are often the last to be considered!  Some cats who still need 

ADOPTION are: 

LadyBug has a lot of devotion to give to the right person!  Are YOU a Cesar who exudes 

confidence?  If being a Dog Whisperer is your talent, with knowledgeable training,  Lady-

Bug can bloom!  But she needs help!  She WANTS to please, and would prefer a single 

master all her own who would take charge and guide her to be the best she can be.  She 

is the dog who has been with Gerdy’s the longest, and has seen many dogs come and go 

into homes.  She needs structuring and boundaries, is smart, and can learn quickly from a 

man who has the time to work with her one on one to show her that she does not have to 

be the Alpha but can relax and just be a dog. 
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CAT SITUATION DESPERATE! 
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Mr Smokey Hayley Toule-Monde Simba Timmy Checkers Callie 

It is a LAW made by Laval, QC that stray domestic pets--dogs cats and kittens--can neither be fed nor given even 

water on hot days with which to survive.  They have made it part of the law governing the non-feeding of wild 

animals and birds, which is foolish.  Wild animals know where to find water and food for themselves, domestic 

pets do not!  They are helpless.  Anyone found aiding by giving food and water is subject to prosecution.  We 

suggest that such a LAW is indeed cruel.  It was brought to our attention by an elderly lady who fed 5 cats out-

side, keeping the area clean and taking up the dishes when cats were finished. She did this for several years, 

same cats.  One day she was reported and was warned subsequently to stop or be prosecuted. In fact an in-

spector regularly drove by and checked both her back and front entry to see if she was still feeding them, at will 

going onto her property as is apparently allowed by law, and in the process frightening her by checking out her 

property on foot.  The cruelty was two-fold—the elderly woman was forced to hear the anguished hunger cries of 

the starving cats at her door, upsetting her and making her cry.  And the cats were suffering.  They had lived win-

ter to winter with a box for shelter, warm water and food.  And the elderly lady had a PURPOSE in her life that 

made her feel useful.  All that was taken away under this cruel law.  And this law is spreading to other communi-

ties. There are RESPONSIBLE people feeding cats who were thrown out like garbage by uncaring humans, to die 

of starvation.  These people--at their own expense-- practice Trap, Sterilize, Release so that these cats can live out 

their lives without reproducing. It is done successfully elsewhere and is far more humane than legislating whole-

sale starvation as a cheap means of animal control.  The elderly lady in this true tale is Gerdy’s 94 year old aunt. 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

We are grateful to those, who in a time of great bereavement, have 

listed Gerdy’s Rescues as chosen charity in their loved one’s obituary.  

When donations are done, lives are saved; what a great way to Honour 

an animal lover and help Gerdy’s at the same time! 

LADY BUG:  4 YEARS WITHOUT A HOME OF HER OWN! 

PROSECUTION FOR ANY CITIZEN FEEDING OR GIVING WATER TO STRAY DOMESTIC PETS IN LAVAL , QC 

Candy, Harley, Charlie, Pixel, Cookie, 

Orlando, Jackie, Hank, Mam’zelle, 

Socrates, Moby, Charlie (Cockapoo), 

Roxy 

2011 Gerdy Dogs IN MEMORIAM 
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SPECIAL THANK YOU to ALL who helped us in any way during the past year—our vets and staff, our foster families, 

pet food donors, fundraising event organizers and helpers, Your Local Journal and The Westmount Independent 

for publicizing our pets for adoption and fundraising events, our webmaster, volunteers--all who helped in any 

way to save lives and are the foundation of what we do.  Because of YOUR generosity of spirit, we have saved 

the lives of many.  THANK YOU!  Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and All the very Best to you in the New Year. 

GIRLS SUPPORT GERDY’S BY FUNDRAISING WITH A 

BAKE SALE, WESTMOUNT, QC 

SURGERIES 

This year has been one of BIG surgeries done to animals without hope of placement otherwise.  We 

thank YOU who sent donations specifically for this purpose to help MELON the cat (leg amputation); 

MOLLY, Jack Russell; PENNY, Dalmatian; LITTLE BEAR, Boxer; YANKEE, Mix; and CASEY, Mix—all broken 

legs.  ALL HAVE BEEN ADOPTED INTO LOVING HOMES! 

REMEMBERING DOROTHY BOND 

 “This past year a dear friend of ours, DOROTHY BOND, 

passed away.  Over the years through her Bond 

Foundation for Animal Welfare she had helped THOU-

SANDS of dogs and cats from the street get sterilized 

and also provided rescues such as ours with funds to 

help offset the vet costs to us for sterilization.  We re-

member Dorothy with much affection and will never 

forget her.” 

Cats count at Gerdy’s!  We have a number in foster care awaiting adoption which is slow.  Because people do 

not sterilize, cats have reproduced outside by the thousands.  Ways YOU can make a difference:  Don’t ignore 

the homeless one, take in the cat/kitten YOU find under your porch, get vetted, STERILIZED and vaccinated, and 

KEEP as an INDOOR cat.  You have just saved ONE life and it matters to that ONE cat!    

SAINT PATRICK’S PARADE 2011 

HUDSON, QC 

Spirit’s Saviour writes, “I am pleased to say that Spirit is 

thriving here with me.  I decided to keep him and he 

has integrated very well.  He is a very affectionate and 

loving cat.  His paws are still sensitive to the touch so cut-

ting his nails is an event!!  On top of everything else he 

has had to deal with, I have discovered he is visually im-

paired.  He has adapted to his many challenges and 

seems to be a happy camper.” 

SPIRIT THE CAT UPDATE 

Little Bear Melon Penny 



Sherry 

Ralph 

EARTH ANGEL’S LETTER 
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OUR 2000th ADOPTION to date:  BALOU  

Not all dogs are easy when adopted!  Some have had a lot of emotional and physical trauma, AND fantastic 

adopters who work miracles with their devotion, never giving up!  

  

EXCERPT FROM AN EARTH ANGEL’S LETTER: “Dear Gerdy, It is 8 months today since Lucky & Lana came HOME.  

They have been quite a trial for me but we are still working to turn them around.  They are so full of mischief—

Lana has destroyed about 8 pairs of my glasses and yet…I love her.  Lana still has “accidents” in the house and 

yet…I love her.  Lucky eats her poop and is still extremely leash aggressive and yet…I love him.  We have formed 

such a bond, they are so affectionate towards me.  I must admit, I had thought I had made a mistake adopting 

these 2 hyperactive Beagles but now I realize it was a match made in Heaven.  I love them so much that I could-

n’t begin to think of my life without them.  They make me smile and despite the extra work, they make me so 

happy!  Love , Elizabeth and Lucky & Lana (2 beagles who found Heaven on earth)” 

 

We honour all our Earth Angels who have taken on by adoption and foster, difficult human-traumatized dogs 

and cats with a lot of previous suffering we will never know of.  These people stepped forward to not only save a 

life but rehabilitate the mind as well as the body.  Their reward came in baby steps of achievements and failures, 

throughout it all they never gave up on the animal but saw each achievement as a triumph and together they 

committed trust and loyalty and healed a little soul.  Such people seem to come at just the time they are most 

needed, and their reward is a bonding of human and animal love, trust, and respect.  Truly best friends forever. 

Over 225 dogs and cats found homes in 2011, 

bringing placements since we began in 2004 to 

nearly 2000 — many of these were injured, old, 

neglected, abandoned, abused, or about to 

be euthanized for wont of a home, simply dis-

posed of like yesterday’s trash.  Balou was 

adopted out and returned to a shelter 3 times.  

WHY?  Because he has hip dysplasia.  It didn’t 

limit his activities, he was returned “in case”.  

This sweet 5 year old boy has found a caring 

and compassionate home, complete with a 

friend dog, where he will have every opportu-

nity for a good life as a treasured companion. 

DO YOUR PART 
 

If every person with 2 cats took 1 

more homeless cat, there really is no 

difference in amount of care and 

saves the life of 1 more cat! --

STERILIZED, please!  

10 COMMANDMENTS FOR DOGS 

1. My life is likely to last 10 -15 years.  I want to spend it all with you. 

2. Give me time to understand what you want of me, 

3. Place your trust in me.  It builds my confidence. 

4. Don’t be angry with me for long; don’t lock me up as punishment.  

You are my world. 

5. Talk kindly to me.  Even if I don’t understand your words, I under-

stand the tone of your voice. 

6. Know that however you treat me, I will never forget it. 

7. Before you hit me, remember that I could hurt you, but I choose not 

to bite you. 

8. Before you tug at me to hurry, ask yourself if my heart might be get-

ting old and my legs weak. 

9. Care for me as I age.  You too will grow old. 

10. At the end of my road, go with me please.  Never say you can’t 

watch.  Don’t make me be alone.  With you there it is easier for me 

because I love you so.  

EARTH ANGELINGS 


